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Knox Schools Expand Math Recovery
into 3 other Elementary School8y pavid Cole, Knox County Schools

The Knox County School District saw some ofhis district-wide success, local educators say,
its greatest gains made in mathematics at thestems from the emphasis being placed on
elementary level on the 20062008 Kentucky math at both the school and district levels. All
Performance Report. elementary schools and the district itself have

Five of Knox County's eight elementary'mprovement plans reflecting math as a

. . epriority need and all are utilizing research
schools saw their overall math scores increas based includi E q Math
by more than 10 points from 2007 to 2008, ~a>cd Programs, including tveryday iath,

which is used in all the elementary schools.

Jean Bingham, mathematics intervention teacher from 8 . .
Central Elementary,Knox County is pictured above, with the highest score topping 100. The

seated, during a session in which she goresented atthe |  remaining three schools had slightly lesser See the full article atvww.kymath.org/docs/

National Math Recovery Conference in Minneapolis, MN. - 5t stjl| substantial gains. The schools' overall KnoxCountyNews1.pdf
She is one of four certified Math Recovery Leaders in .

math scores were a composite of math scores
Kentucky.

in grades 3, 4, 5 and 6.
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Mathematics Intervention Paying
off at Kingston Elementary

By Susan Riddell, susan.riddell@education.ky.gov

Ruth Montgomery truly believed mathematics
intervention would help her school. She was right.

The Kingston Elementary School (Madison County)
POET AEPAI OAEA OEA OAEITI
Accountability Testing System (CATS) data showed
students had the skills required but struggled when
asked to apply concepts learned at a deeper level. In her
OEAxh OEEO ET AEAAOAA A bi
which resulted in unsustainable growth.

Mathematics intervention began at Kingston during the
2006-07 school year, and the school is now in the third
year of a Mathematics Achievement Fund grant, which
was cowritten by Amy Smith, a grant writer for

Madison County, and former Madison County Mathematics interventionist Mary Greene plays a game with 1ggrade student
Curriculum Coach Krista Althauser. Dalton Hatton at Kingston ElementaryMadison County).

See the full article atttp://kymath.org/docs/2009/
Kentucky%20TeacherMarch.pdf
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After 35 Years of
Teaching, the Best Was

Saved for Last

By Lynn Hambrick,

Mathematics Intervention Teacher,
Carlisle County Elementary

Becoming the math intervention

teacher (MIT) at my school has been the
most rewarding experience of my
teaching career. My appreciation and
thanks go to the state for developing the
Kentucky Center for Mathematics
(KCM) which was given the challenge of
developing a math intervention

program. The challenge was met with
excellence.

This is my 36h year to teach and | am
more excited about my job this year
than | have ever been. | keep learning
new ways to help struggling students
achieve success and for a teacher it
AT AGT1860 CAO AT U AAO
help a child understand. The KCM
developed a great intervention plan and
as they continue to study the results
that are being gathered, they continue
to improve the plan. | have been a
teacher benefiting from the
Mathematics Achievement Grant since
2006, the first year of the grant, and
each year has been better than the year
before. The KCM developed a
wonderful support system with great
leaders at the top, regional coordinators
and excellent trainings to grow a strong
intervention program.
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having a student express appreciation
for his/her teaching. One of my third
grade students arrived in my class last
year with a huge smile and his face and
a very important announcement. He
stated that he was going to be a math
OAAAEAO EOOO 1 EEA
going to explain math the way you do so

|| Far Reaching Impact ||

By Johnsie Tucker, Mathematics Intervention Teacher. Sutton Elementary,
Owensboro Schools

| started my teaching career in
1966. Yes, it has been over 40
years ago. | have taught grades
K-8. This is my first year as a
math intervention teacher. |
have been a second grade team
teacher for the past six years. |
am more excited about teach-
ing, due to the success of this
program, than | have been in
many years.

The extensive training has
Mathematics int tion teacher Johnsie Tuck k . .
lathematics intervention teacher Johnsie Tucker works made me realize that basic
with students and families during a family math event at o
Sutton Elementary. number sense has been missing

in past math instruction. We
have been teaching the same methods for addition and subtraction, but the true con-
cepts of taking numbers apart and combining them has been absent.

O A &ur Qrichilim a{\tﬁel-fpiin%ry RvAllisAoo Rl of abstract units (time, money, measure-
ment) to allow time to investigate the true number sense (age appropriate) and how it
relates to other areas. | see this as | work with upper level students who know a proc-
ess but cannot rationalize their answers.

ix ) EAAO PAOAT 66 AT A OAAAEAOO AT ii Al OET ¢
AOOEOOAASG AT A Al 1T EEAAT AAsS #EEI AOAT AOA 110
EO A&£O01 Ad 4EAU AAT AAOGAI TP A OAOEAOU T A& 000

While this program targets the underachievers, it has a fareaching impact for all stu-
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students came with at least one adult. Parents who never attend other functions, nor

feel comfortable in an educational situation, were involved because their child was feel-

ing successful. We had a total of 154 children and adults in attendance to take part in

simple, fun activities to reinforce math concepts.

. Oerpr‘incip‘aI_ar[d facgl@_y are becgming involved as they see the growth due to this pro-
O Ayl ETR40Ke1@ are Bdin@ providedbwitibooks and professional development time to
learn about the approach that is being so successful.

Not only are the students excited but so are the parents. As | was helping to load stu-
dents on the bus one afternoon a parent stopped me to say that she heard the most
beautiful words she had ever heard come from the mouth of her daughter. She went on

. to explain that she had told her daughter that she would help with math homework.
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words came out of the same mouth that
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