Math Achievement Fund (MAF) 

Request for Application (RFA)

Updated to include Questions and Responses from Round 3
1. Q: Do we need to budget Centra out of the grant funds?  

A:  Yes. Each school must include $800 on the budget summary forms for the cost of Centra, the online communications system for the MITs.  This has been noted in the RFA at the bottom of the budget summary forms. 

2. Q: Do we need to complete our own cover page or is there one we should use?  

A: Each school must use the cover page located in the RFA on page 16.  No other cover page should be included.

3. Q: May we use desktop publisher for our application? 

A: Yes, however you should be sure to save your application in pdf format to ensure that KDE and reviewers are able to open the document.

4. Q: Do we need to include Munis Code 233, Other Employee Match Contributions in the budget?  The code has an asterisk, but we can find no explanation for it. 

A: Explanation is at the bottom of the budget summary form on page 21.  

5. Q: Are educational cooperatives eligible to apply on behalf of several schools in a district? 

A: No.  Cooperatives may assist schools in the writing of the application; however, the application must come from the school district on behalf of the sc school.  

6. Q: May we purchase a scanner? 

A: Yes, as a portion of the $5,000 maximum as mentioned in the RFA.

7. Q: Are School Council assurances required this round? 

A: No, only the cover page must be signed (and notarized).  
8. Q: What munis code should we use for Centra?

A: 0648
9. Q: Regarding the statement on page 9 #3 under application components: Is Part 5 Budget and Part 6 Priority Points not included in the page limit?  

A: The information under Part 5 Budget should be included in the budget narrative and budget summary form (which are not a part of the page limit).  It is not necessary to include any information regarding Part 6 Priority Points.  KDE will allocate the priority points according to a list for both indicators – not the reviewers.   

FAQ from Rounds 1 and 2

10. Q: Can teachers (other than the MIT) who are serving students participating in the intervention program be paid stipends to receive professional development from the MIT outside of regular work hours (such as after school)?

A:  Yes, if they are working with the identified students.
11. Q: Can 2 part-time teachers be hired instead of 1 full-time for the MIT position?

A: Yes, 2 part time people can be hired to fill one full time position.  However, only the costs associated with one full time equivalent position can be charged to the grant (fringes, salary, etc.).

12. Q: In Part 3, bullet 8 of the evaluation criteria it states” provide a detailed timeline of grant activities.  Discussion of the timeline will count in the 10 page narrative limit; however, the actual timeline framework with dates/activities is not included in the 10 page limit.”  Since the RFA states not to include attachment and/or supplemental materials, where should the timeline be included and should it be numbered?  

A: The timeline should not be numbered.  You should clearly label the top of the page with “Timeline” and include it after the budget narrative as indicated in the RFA under Application Components.    

13. Q: Is the grant $70,000 per school?

A: Yes.  Grants will be awarded in the amount of $70,000 per school for the first year of funding.  Each school selected for funding will be considered for renewal for the subsequent year depending on successful implementation of program components, demonstrated student progress and the availability of future funds.  Year 2 funding will be at a reduced rate of $60,000.
14. Q: Can we pay for the full-time salary of the Math Intervention Teacher out of the $70,000?
A: Yes. The MAF funds may be used to provide salary for a highly trained elementary certified teacher to support implementation of the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and programs.  The mathematics intervention teacher is required to work fulltime with mathematics intervention, working directly with identified students at least half of the day. The other half of the day must be spent providing mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services or providing related implementation services of the mathematics intervention program.  Classified staff and/or instructional assistants cannot be hired or supported by grant funds.

15. Q: Where can we find sample mathematics interventions programs that are researched based and effective?
A: The Kentucky Center for Mathematics (KCM) will post information about specific mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention programs.  The KCM web site can be accessed at: http://www.kentuckymathematics.org/index.html  

In addition The Catalog of School Reform Models also includes examples of mathematics intervention programs.  A school can access this catalog at http://www.nwrel.org/scpd/catalog/modellist.asp. 

Other resources may be available to help identify mathematics intervention programs and diagnostic assessments. 

16. Q:  We currently use two types of formal diagnostic assessment as part of our core mathematics program.  We also use teacher observation and program assessments within our “core program”.  Would these be sufficient for the diagnostic assessment instruments? 

A:  The diagnostic assessment selected must meet all of the criteria established for the diagnostic assessment/intervention program explained in the RFA.   Keep in mind that the intervention program selected must supplement, not supplant the existing mathematics core program.  The intervention program selected by the school cannot just be an assessment tool.  It must be a true intervention program. For funded schools, the KCM will also be requiring common assessments for research purposes (this will be paid for by the KCM).  Information about this can be found on the KCM web site at: http://www.kentuckymathematics.org/index.html
17. Q:  If a school decides to write the grant for a specific program and can demonstrate the research base to support its effectiveness as an intervention program, could it be funded?  Also, if a school writes and is awarded the grant for the specific program, will the primary interventionist be required to attend one of the 3 trainings sponsored by the Kentucky Center for Mathematics if those trainings are on Math Recovery and Number Worlds?
A: Yes, a school may write the grant for a program other than those recommended by CMA.  In this case, the primary interventionist would need to be trained in the specific intervention program approved in the school’s grant.  In writing the grant a school must demonstrate in the narrative that the intervention program selected meets all of the criteria and qualifications described in the RFA.   

18. Q:  Must one of the two specific programs listed on the Kentucky Center for Mathematics webpage be identified for use in order for a school to be funded?  

A:  No.  The two programs discussed on the KCM website were selected by the CMA as models of either one-on-one or small-group intervention programs, which meet the criteria described in the RFA.  Additionally, the two programs listed on the KCM website are the only programs that KCM will pay for training for the mathematics intervention teacher.  Schools may chose another intervention and diagnostic program and pay for the training for the mathematics intervention teacher from grant money or other funds.  The most important thing to remember when choosing a program is making sure it meets the required criteria established that is explained in the RFA. 
19. Q:  Can two rural elementary schools submit one joint application? 

A:   No.  Each public school district must submit a separate application for each school applying.
20. Q:  Will schools that have not met their AYP in mathematics have top priority?  Will high poverty schools be a qualifier for needs? 

A:  AYP data and demographics can be a part of the RFA.  Final decisions will not be based on these factors alone.  However, the KDE reserves the right to consider demographic diversity and number of at-risk students to be served as a factor in the selection of qualified funded applicants.

21. Q: Can we use the core mathematics instructional program’s supplemental materials such as activities for intervention, technology programs etc. that are available for purchase?
A:  The intervention and diagnostic program selected must meet all of the qualifications and criteria for the diagnostic assessment/intervention program explained in the RFA.  Keep in mind that the program selected must supplement, not supplant the existing mathematics core program.  The program selected must be a true intervention program and not just an assessment tool. 

22. Q: Do you know the name of the common assessment tool that will be provided?
A: The common assessments currently required by the KCM are Fox Adds Up and Terra Nova (specific KCM required assessments will be based on future funding negotiations).
23. Q:  Along with this assessment tool, will we need to do another form of formal assessment, or will the one you provide meet the requirements?
A: The school will need to fully implement the intervention program selected and complete the diagnostic assessment along with the intervention services required.  The common assessments will be determined by the KCM. 

24. Q: Is there a comprehensive book or other source to find scientifically based math research?
A: Two sources are:

How Students Learn Mathematics in the Classroom
http://www.nap.edu/books/0309089492/html/80.html
 

Adding it Up, Helping Children Learn Mathematics
Mathematics Learning Study Committee
Editors-Jeremy Killpatric, Jane Swafford and Bradford Findell
25. Q: If primary students are not formally tested (CTBS for example), what other criteria can be used to establish need?
A:  Many schools use a variety of assessments to evaluate and diagnose student learning. For example, many mathematics instructional core programs include diagnostic assessments as part of the program.
 

Other resources on assessments in mathematics can be found at the following web sites:
How Students Learn Mathematics in the Classroom at: http://www.nap.edu/books/0309089492/html/80.html
26. Q: May we use Title I funded positions as part of the school's matching funds?
A: Matching funds are not required. 

27. Q: Is this compatible to the Math Coach program?  Under the “may not be used for” bullet #6 is that referring to math coach description?  I don’t understand how it would be compatible with the math coach position?  

A: The Mathematics Achievement Fund grant Request for Application allowable activities are not compatible with the mathematics coaching and mentoring application requirements.
Grant funds from the Mathematics Achievement Fund may not be used for coaches or other administrative only staff positions (or any part of their salaries).  

28. Q: If our district already has a standardized assessment tool for all primary levels given at least 2x annually, do we have to add an extra assessment if awarded grant funds?

A: School districts need to provide the diagnostic assessment that they will be using with the students they serve either required by the intervention program selected or any additional assessment the schools will use. The only additional assessment will be required by the KCM and is yet to be determined. Districts may state in the grant application that assessments will be given as directed and required by the KCM. 

29. Q: What will the process for renewal be?

A: As stated on page five of the RFA under Specific Program Elements, each school selected for funding will be considered for renewal for the subsequent year depending on successful implementation of program components, demonstrated student progress and the availability of future funds. Midway through the first year of funding, the submission of an implementation evaluation will be required by the KDE.  The evaluation must address the criteria established in the RFA.
30. Q: Can classroom teachers or other stakeholders attend the KCTM and/or KTLC in lieu of the intervention teacher?

A: No.  As stated on page three in the RFA under General Requirements, the school must agree for the mathematics intervention teacher to participate in professional development sponsored or supported by the Kentucky Department of Education.

31. Q: Is the highly qualified primary teacher a full time position or would funding only provide for a “100” day teacher?

A: As stated on page six in the RFA under Allowable Activities, funds may be used to provide salary for a highly trained, certified primary teacher to support implementation of the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and programs.  Classified staff and/or instructional assistants cannot be hired or supported by grant funds.   The mathematics intervention teacher (MIT) must work full time with mathematics.  The MIT must provide mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services directly to students at least half of the day.  The other half of the day must be spent providing mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services or providing related implementation services of the mathematics intervention program.

32. Q: May we use part of the $70,000 grant to purchase a specific intervention program? (i.e., Assessment tools, manipulatives, student materials.)

A: As stated in the RFA on page six under Allowable Activities, funds may be used to purchase materials required for professional development of the mathematics intervention teacher and instructional materials required as a part of the research-based mathematics intervention program.

33. Q: What data is required to show the need for the grant (i.e., student test scores, effectiveness of the core program)?

A: In the narrative description required in the RFA, the school must describe their current mathematics needs and trends, including the needs of primary students who are struggling in mathematics.  The school will need to provide evidence in the narrative using the current data available for the school regarding mathematics for students at the primary level. 

34. Q: I have a question regarding the writing team for these potential grant funds.  Must a district team write this grant proposal?  Can the individual school have a team of staff members write the proposal?

A: The specific structure established for writing the grant proposal is decided upon by the school district and the school for which they are applying. School districts must apply on behalf of individual schools, as specified in HB 93, and the district acts as the fiscal agent for funding purposes.  If the school is funded, the funds will first go through the school district.  However, it is important to remember that there must be buy-in by all stakeholders and it is the school district's responsibility to provide this type of assurance for this grant opportunity.  

35. Q: There is no mention of the Math Achievement Fund RFA concerning letters of support, bibliography, or appendix.  Are these required components?  Will they be accepted?

A:  A bibliography may be included and will not be a part of the page limit.  Letters of Support, appendices or any other forms of attachments will not be accepted.   

36. Q: When will the quarterly reports be due?

A: The quarterly financial report dates for collection will be March 30, June 30, September 30, and December 30.

37. Q: When will the annual evaluation report be due?

A: An annual evaluation report must be submitted to KDE and the date for this report will be determined by the KDE.  The important thing to remember about the evaluation is to make sure it includes the required criteria listed in the RFA.

38. Q: When will the mid-year evaluation be due?

A: Midway through the first year of funding, an implementation evaluation will be required to be submitted to the KDE and must address the required criteria in the RFA to be considered for funding in the second year.  The date for this evaluation will be determined by KDE.  

39. Q: Part of the grant speaks of comparing intervention students to those not receiving intervention.  Do those groups both need to be lower performing students or can the intervention group be compared to the rest of the class?

A:  The intervention students can be compared to the entire population of primary students being served in mathematics.

40. Q: Is this grant for one initial year and two renewable years for a total of 3 years; or, is it only for two years (assuming all requirements are met?)  

A: The MAF grants are two year grants.  Each school selected for funding will be considered for renewal for the subsequent year depending on successful implementation of program components, demonstrated student progress and the availability of future funds.  

41. Q: Can MAF funds be used to purchase a mathematics “prevention program” for preschool and kindergarten students?  

A:  The students served must be in the primary program.  However, the student developmental level in mathematics may be less than entry level primary and require intervention for the primary student at the preschool level.

42. Q: Is it acceptable to have the Math Intervention Teacher maintain the collection and reporting of data? 

A: Yes, the MIT may collect and report the data.

43. Q: Will there be other programs (and training) through KCM other than the 2 listed?  

A: The two programs listed on the KCM website are the only trainings that will be available through KCM for the MAF.  

44. Q: Is there a recommended diagnostic assessment to administer? 

A: School districts need to provide the diagnostic assessment that they will be using with the students they serve either required by the intervention program selected or any additional assessment the schools will use. The only additional assessment will be required by the KCM and is yet to be determined. Districts may state in the grant application that assessments will be given as directed and required by the KCM. 

45. Q: What is the definition of primary in terms of this grant? 

A: The primary program begins at entry level and is a pre-requisite to fourth grade (formerly K-3).  

46. Q: What exactly does comprehensive math model mean in Part 1 of the narrative description?  

A: The comprehensive math model refers to the total mathematics program configuration that is currently being offered.

47. Q: If the school already has a form of math intervention in place should that be discussed? 

A: Yes.  You would need to explain this intervention and how it currently relates to the comprehensive math model being offered at the school.

48. Q: Can we use funds from the grant to pay for the Math Intervention Specialist to complete all the written documentation during after-school hours?  The MIT’s day would be an hour longer than the normal school day maybe two-three days a week so they could complete the data collection and reporting. 

   
A: Funds that go for teacher salary are to be determined by the school district. 

49. Q: Is it possible to implement two intervention programs for one school? 

A: A school may choose to implement two programs.  However, if a school chooses one of the trainings offered by the KCM, the KCM will only pay for one of the program trainings per school.  Schools may fund training for the second program with the grant but the training must be received directly from the program due to space limitations at the training offered by the KCM.

50. Q: What type of professional development is required?

A: The PD intended for MAF is the initial training for whatever intervention program you select and the follow up training during the course of the year.  

51. Q: Do schools/districts need to choose an assessment in addition to that required by KCM and in addition to those that come with the intervention program they choose?

A: School districts need to provide the diagnostic assessment that they will be using with the students they serve either required by the intervention program selected or any additional assessment the schools will use. The only additional assessment will be required by the KCM.  Districts may state in the grant application that assessments will be given as directed and required by the KCM.
52. Q: On the CD that is submitted, does only the 10 page narrative portion need to be included or should the assurances pages, cover page, budget, etc. be included also? 

A: Every page in the application should also be included in the electronic copy (both original and blind).  These will be used if 4th reviews are necessary and any information on excluded pages will receive a score of 0.  

53. Q: Can the budget plan include paying the intervention teacher to provide professional development for the other primary teachers in the best math practices or providing substitutes for teachers to receive training during the day?

A: The school is responsible for selecting the appropriate strategies for diagnostic assessment and intervention service.  The MAF grant can support PD for the MIT and also targeted PD on mathematics intervention strategies for other primary teachers working with the identified students.
54. Q: Is this a state grant according to fixed charges for the staff person?

A: Yes, this is a state grant and the fixed charges (salary and fringe benefits) for the certified staff person may be charged to the grant.  Check with the district finance officer to make sure all personnel costs are coded appropriately for a state grant. 

55. Q: Given that the MIT would use the specified program to target primary students for ½ the day, are there any stipulations on what they must do the other ½ of the day? 

A: The mathematics intervention teacher (MIT) must work full time with mathematics.  The MIT must provide mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services directly to students at least half of the day.  The other half of the day must be spent providing mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services or providing related implementation services of the mathematics intervention program.

56. Q: Is this focus of this grant to take our current programs and implement them better using an MIT or to obtain an additional math program or initiative to add to what we already have? 

A: The MAF will be used to provide diagnostic assessment and intervention services for students in the primary program who are struggling with mathematics.  The mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) must supplement, not replace, regular classroom instruction for the entire primary population.

57. Q: What are district requirements and responsibilities for support?

A: The district will be responsible for quarterly financial reports and agreeing to give release time to the MIT to attend any follow-up training required by the KCM, the intervention program, and/or KDE.

58. Q: Can assessments be given more than twice a year, such as, beginning, middle, and end of year?

A: Yes 
59. Q: Will awards be split 50/50 between the two programs being offered by the KCM?

A: No.  Consideration for grant awards will be based on meeting the criteria as outlined in the RFA.  However, the Kentucky Department of Education reserves the right to consider demographic diversity as a factor in the selection of qualified funded applications.  It should also be noted that the two programs recommended by the CMA with training offered by the KCM are not the only programs schools must choose for the grant. 

60. Q: Which Munis code on the budget summary form should we put the cost of the program?

A: There is not one Munis code for the cost of the entire program.  Specific components of the implementation of the program should be coded accordingly. 

61. Q: May we serve identified students in grades 3-5 as well as younger students?

A:  The MIT may serve students in K-3, not grades 4-5.
62. Q: Is the school counselor the appropriate person to maintain and report progress-monitoring data?

A: The school must agree to designate a staff person to coordinate data collection and reporting.  Funds cannot be used to hire an additional person above the highly certified teacher solely for these duties.

63. Q: How specific does the timeline need to be?

A: The timeline must be consistent with the RFA requirements. 

64. Q: Will there be an interest in funding proposals that include a professional development piece, such as the MIT coaching other teachers in the classroom by modeling appropriate strategies 1/2 of the day in order to build sustainability after funding is no longer available?  Or, will proposals that include ALL DAY intervention with the MIT be more acceptable for the Math Achievement Fund Grant?  
A: The school is responsible for selecting the appropriate strategies for mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention service.  The MAF grant can support PD for the MIT and also targeted PD on mathematics intervention strategies for other primary teachers working with the identified students.
65. Q: In part 2 of the RFA, we are asked to describe the diagnostic assessments we are using as valid and reliable.  If this is referring to the diagnostic assessments that accompany the supplemental program then this is not possible as from what I understand, the program does not include standardized tests.  If this part of the RFA refers to the common diagnostic assessment used to identify and then monitor students biannually who are in need of these supplemental services, then, according to previous answers, this is an assessment that will be determined by KCM.  How do we report of the validity and reliability of this assessment if it has not yet been announced?  
A: School districts need to provide the diagnostic assessment that they will be using with the students they serve either required by the intervention program selected or any additional assessment the schools will use. The only additional assessment will be required by the KCM and is yet to be determined. Districts may state in the grant application that assessments will be given as directed and required by the KCM. 

66. Q: Does the purchase price of each item need to be included by each item in the explanation of expenditures?  

A:  The purchase price should be listed in the Amount category. 
