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	ELIGIBILITY 

1. All public school districts in Kentucky and Kentucky School for the Blind and Kentucky School for the Deaf, with students in the primary program who are struggling with mathematics, are eligible to apply (schools that currently have a MAF grant are not eligible to apply).

2. The public school district must submit a separate application for each school applying.




KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Request for Competitive Application

Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant 

Deadline – 4:00 p.m. (EST) Monday, December 17, 2007

The Office of Teaching and Learning is issuing a Request for Application (RFA) for Kentucky public school districts to apply on behalf of individual schools.  The grant will fund mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) for students in the primary program who are struggling with mathematics. 

Funding

The Kentucky Department of Education anticipates funding approximately 40 schools to support training of one teacher per school.  Grants are renewable for two years and will be awarded in the amount of $70,000 in the first year and will be considered for renewal for the subsequent year at an anticipated reduced rate of $60,000.  Renewal will be contingent on successful implementation of program components, demonstrated student progress and the availability of funds.  

Background 

· The Mathematics Achievement Fund grant provides schools with funds for teacher training (otherwise not provided by the KCM) and implementation of mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) that address the needs of students in the primary program who are struggling with mathematics.  The diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) should promote effective instructional practices in mathematics.  Selected mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) should be based on data specific to the needs of the identified students that the program(s) will serve.  

· As specified in KRS 158.844, the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) selected must:

· be provided to a student by a certified teacher with training in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services for primary students

· be based on reliable, replicable research; and

· be based on the ongoing assessment of individual student needs.

· The mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) selected by schools will determine the instructional method required for implementation (e.g., one on one, students grouped for the specific purpose of receiving appropriate intervention services).

· The fiscal agent for the application for public schools must be a local school district.

General Requirements
1. Students that receive mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services must be in the primary program and identified as at-risk in mathematics.    

2. Funds are to be used to provide intervention to identified students struggling in mathematics by certified primary teachers, highly trained in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services. Funds are not to be used to purchase a comprehensive mathematics program for the entire primary population.  The school must already have in place a comprehensive mathematics program/model. 

3. Elementary certified teachers highly trained in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services, not classified staff or instructional assistants, must instruct targeted intervention students in the primary program (mathematics intervention teacher).

4. The school must agree to maintain and report progress-monitoring data on participating students to the Kentucky Department of Education and the Kentucky Center for Mathematics.  

5. The school must agree to designate a staff person to coordinate data collection and reporting.  Funds cannot be used to hire an additional person above the elementary certified teacher highly trained in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services solely for these duties.

6. If needed to carry out the program effectively, the school and/or district will provide additional resources and funds.  Funds may include cash contributions.  Additional funds may come from federal, state and local sources.

7. Schools must use funds to implement research-based mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) by an elementary certified teacher highly trained in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services to meet the needs of the identified students struggling in mathematics at the primary level.  The mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) must supplement, not replace, regular classroom instruction for the entire primary population.

8. The school district must agree to provide quarterly financial reports for each funded school. 

9. The school must agree to participate in statewide evaluations of the program at the request of the Kentucky Center for Mathematics (KCM), http://www.kentuckymathematics.org/index.html
10. The school must agree for the mathematics intervention teacher to participate in professional development sponsored or supported by the Kentucky Department of Education.  This includes attendance at the Kentucky Council of Teachers of Mathematics (Fall), Kentucky Teaching and Learning Conference (March), trainings required by the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s), other professional development opportunities and on-going follow up training offered by the KCM.

11. In order to have a standard measure of progress, the school must use the common diagnostic assessments, progress monitoring, and outcome measures required by the KCM at least twice per year.  Costs associated with ordering materials and scoring for the common assessments will be funded by the KCM and need not be part of the grant fund request.  The common assessments currently required by the KCM are Fox Adds Up and Terra Nova (specific KCM required assessments will be based on future funding negotiations).
12. The mathematics intervention teacher (MIT) must work full time with mathematics.  The MIT must provide mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services directly to students at least half of the day.  The other half of the day must be spent providing mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services or providing related implementation services of the mathematics intervention program.

13. If special education students are identified as struggling in mathematics and have an Individual Education Plan (IEP), an Admission Release Committee (ARC) meeting may be required to discuss the appropriate interventions to be provided for the student (the MIT may provide services for the student as determined by the ARC).

Specific Program Elements:  

The Committee for Mathematics Achievement (CMA) has made recommendations on the specific program elements.  The KCM will provide training in the programs recommended by the CMA.  However, if a school chooses to implement more than one of the recommended programs, the KCM will only provide training for one, while the other program may be funded by the grant.  The program that will be funded by the grant must be reflected on the budget summary form and explained in the budget narrative.  Other programs may be chosen; however, the applicant must provide the cost for the training (this information should be reflected in the budget).   Additional information is available on the KCM web site:

http://www.kentuckymathematics.org/index.html

Based on the committee’s recommendations, the Mathematics Achievement Fund grant applications MUST contain the following information about the proposed mathematics diagnostic assessment services and intervention program(s).  Failure to include ALL of this information may result in the grant not being funded as a result of low scores from reviewers trained to look for these elements.

1. Provide evidence for the students who have been identified as needing the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services the most.

2. Diagnostic assessments must be:

· reliable and valid, multi-dimensional assessments to measure multiple depths of knowledge and multiple assessments to diagnose a variety of attributes

· age-appropriate

· inclusive of multiple depths of knowledge

· continuous/ongoing

· in alignment with relevant state/national mathematics standards

· based on a variety of assessments during diagnosis

3. Intervention services and program(s) must:

· align with relevant state/national mathematics standards

· include research-based practices
· be provided to a student by a elementary certified teacher with training in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services for primary students

· be developmentally appropriate

· provide continuous progress

· allow students to flexibly move in and out of program(s) based on individual student needs

· align with and be provided in addition to the school’s existing core mathematics program/curriculum

· include a detailed professional development plan for ongoing training which supports the mathematics intervention service/program(s) 

4. An annual evaluation report must be submitted and shall include:

· student data

· longitudinal student performance data and comparative progress data (e.g., those receiving intervention vs. those not receiving services)

· pre/post tests

· a teacher monitoring mechanism to ensure program implementation

5. Annual data must be provided on:

· teacher training

· number of students identified in need of mathematics intervention                     services

· number of students actually served

· number of hours students receive intervention

· evaluation of student progress data

· description of (including number of hours) professional development in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services for the MIT

· collaboration

· family involvement

6. A detailed professional development plan must include continuing education and embedded professional development for the mathematics intervention teacher in support for the mathematics diagnostic assessment services and intervention program(s).  This plan must also be aligned with the KDE standards for professional development.

7. Each school selected for funding will be considered for renewal for the subsequent year depending on successful implementation of program components, demonstrated student progress and the availability of future funds.  Midway through the first year of funding, an implementation evaluation will be required to be submitted to the KDE that addresses the bullets listed below.  The considerations for the second year may include:

· progress of students engaged in mathematics intervention programs

· evidence of district support

· effective program implementation

· reflection on “next steps”

· demonstration of desire/need to continue

· action plan for improvement

· evidence of sustainability

8. The conditions necessary for implementation shall:

· demonstrate a need for the mathematics intervention program

· provide a needs assessment

· provide specific school-wide student data

· indicate a timeline

· demonstrate the commitment level of school and district implementing services/programs

· provide teacher qualifications (mathematics intervention teacher)

· implement strategies (delivery/days/times) and a rationale for the strategies

· include rationale for the choice of services/programs chosen for implementation

· include a budget narrative/explanation

Allowable Activities  
Funds may be used to:

· support training of the Mathematics Intervention Teacher (MIT) for mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and programs

· implement research-based mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and programs designed to improve the mathematics achievement of targeted primary students for the mathematics intervention teacher

· provide salary for an elementary certified teacher highly trained in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services for primary students to support implementation of the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and programs.  Classified staff and/or instructional assistants cannot be hired or supported by grant funds

· provide quality professional development on research-based mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention instructional strategies that improve the mathematics achievement of targeted primary students  
· allow expenses to:
· cover registration fees and travel for the mathematics intervention teacher to attend state and national conferences specific to mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services for primary students
· provide release time, substitutes or stipends for the mathematics intervention teacher to participate in job-embedded professional development including study groups and/or self or peer reflection on teaching practices related to mathematics as determined by the KCM
· purchase materials required for professional development of the mathematics intervention teacher
· contract with a professional development provider of mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services
· train the mathematics intervention teacher in aligning family involvement activities to support the mathematics intervention program(s)
· purchase instructional materials required as a part of the research-based mathematics intervention program(s) 
· purchase technology equipment, not to exceed $5000, for the life of the grant. This purchase shall include no more than 5 computers.  All technology equipment, including the computers, must be housed in the MIT area with priority for usage given to students served by the MIT.
· purchase software for a computer which is integral to the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention program(s)
The Mathematics Achievement Fund grant funds may not be used for:

· administrative or indirect costs

· capital expenditures (i.e., reprogramming, renovating, renting, or purchasing space)

· furniture (tables, desks, filing cabinets, book bins, pillows etc.)

· classified staff or instructional assistants

· food

· mathematics coaches or other administrative only staff positions (or any part of their salaries)
(If an application is funded and includes unallowable expenditures, the budget must be amended before any funds will be distributed.)
Submission of Questions

All questions must be submitted via email to the KDE mailbox at KDERFP@education.ky.gov by 12:00 P.M. (EST) Thursday, November 15, 2007.  You will receive a response to your question via email and all questions and answers will be posted to the KDE website by 4:00 P.M. (EST) Friday, November 23, 2007.  Please note that FAQ from previous rounds are posted and should be reviewed before submitting question(s).

Technical Assistance

Technical assistance will be provided at the following locations:

October 18: 
 
General Butler State Park 

October 26: 

Lake Cumberland State Park

October 30: 

Jenny Wiley State Park

November 8: 
Ken Lake State Park

In order to prepare for state park accommodations, the pre-registration form on page 18 must be completed for up to two (2) people per school and up to two (2) people per district (capacity limits will be set for state park accommodations which create a first come first serve basis).  

The pre-registration form must be e-mailed at least two days prior to the selected training session to:

 KDERFP@education.ky.gov 

(Please type the word “pre-registration” in the subject line of the e-mail message.)

Intent To Apply

In order to secure an adequate number of grant reviewers, please return the intent to apply on page 17 via email to KDERFP@education.ky.gov by 4:00 P.M. (EST) Thursday, November 15, 2007.  This letter is for planning purposes only and does not obligate you to submit a proposal.  

Application Deadline
The Kentucky Department of Education must receive the application by 4:00 P.M. (EST) Monday, December 17, 2007.  Applications received after this time and date will not be accepted.  

It is the district’s responsibility to check the KDE web page regularly for new information (including changes) regarding this solicitation.  
Contract Award

Districts will receive preliminary notice of award on or around February 15, 2008.  At the conclusion of the RFA process, Memorandums of Agreement (MOA) will be developed with all successful applicants.  The MOA effective date is anticipated to be July 1, 2008 and funds will be eligible for use from the MOA effective date through June 30, 2009.  Activities prior to the effective date of the MOA are not allowable charges.  The district must submit quarterly expenditure reports and will receive payments based on cost reimbursement.

Application Components

The application should contain the following items presented in the order listed below.  Each component should be clearly labeled within the application.  Do not include attachments.  

1. Application Cover Page – page 16 (name of school, district, contact person, etc.)

2. Table of Contents with Page Numbers 

3. Narrative Description of the Mathematics Achievement Fund grant diagnostic assessment services and intervention program (limited to 10, double-spaced pages).  Please note that the narrative description limit of 10 pages includes Parts 1-4 of the evaluation criteria.

4. School Budget Summary Form – pages 19-21
5. Detailed School Budget Narrative Explaining Expenditures on Summary Form

6. Timeline of Grant Activities

Formatting Requirements

1. All pages must be single-sided.

2. Text must be in either Times New Roman or Arial 12 point font and be double-spaced.  Do not use condensed or narrow versions.  

· Text contained within charts/graphs may be Times New Roman or Arial 10 point font.

· Bullets may be single-spaced; however, they should not be used excessively.

3. Pages should be numbered consecutively with the narrative beginning page one (please do not number the application cover, the table of contents or the assurances).

4. The narrative description (i.e., application component #3 above) of the application of the Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant may not exceed 10 double-spaced pages.

5. The narrative description of the Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant application should have side and top margins of one inch.  

6. Application components 1 and 2 and 4 through 6 are NOT included in the narrative page limit.  

7. The original and all copies should be secured using only clips, staples, or rubber bands.  Do not bind them or place them in notebooks.  

Submission of Application 

The Kentucky Department of Education must receive the application by 4:00 P.M. (EST) Monday, December 17, 2007.  Applications received after this time and date will be deemed non-responsive.   Blind copies should not contain any identifying information (i.e., district name, school name, county, individual names, etc.)  All applications must be mailed or hand delivered.  Please label the original, each copy and the CD or floppy disk with MAF09.  Hand-delivered copies MUST be delivered to the Capitol Plaza Tower (Room 1633), 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, KY  40601.

THE FOLLOWING MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION:

1. ONE (1) ORIGINAL WITH ORIGINAL SIGNATURES IN INK.  THE SIGNATURE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT AND THE SIGNATURE OF THE PRINCIPAL MUST BE NOTARIZED WITH A RAISED SEAL.  If a circumstance arises in which the superintendent is unavailable to sign, contact KDE for further instruction.  A designee’s signature will not be accepted without prior approval from KDE.

2. TWO (2) EXACT COPIES OF THE ORIGINAL

3. THREE (3) BLIND COPIES 

4. ONE (1) CD OR FLOPPY DISK CONTAINING BOTH THE ORIGINAL AND A BLIND COPY

If you are hand-delivering your application, please allow 30 to 60 minutes for security checks.  You will need to present a photo ID in the visitors lobby for entrance.  If you are mailing your application, please allow adequate time for the application to be received by the KDE Grants Procurement Office by the deadline.  Applications postmarked before the deadline, but not received will be deemed non-responsive.  

The applicant is responsible for ensuring that ALL pages of the application submitted are in both the original application and the copies (including the blind copies).  

Within five business days of the deadline (applications are not opened prior to the deadline), KDE will provide notification of receipt of the application to the program contact identified on the application cover.  Applicants that have not received a notice from KDE within five business days of sending their applications are responsible for contacting KDE confirming the receipt of their application.  

Evaluation of Application  
Independent reviewers will score applications using the criteria established in the RFA.  The Kentucky Department of Education reserves the right to consider demographic diversity and number of at-risk students to be served as a factor in the selection of qualified funded applications.*   Applications will be evaluated based on the criteria beginning on page 11 of this RFA.  

KDE will select reviewers having expertise in mathematics education.  A Call for Reviewers, including a reviewer application, will be available on the KDE website. 

*5 points will be given to schools in districts that are not currently receiving an MAF grant.

*5 points will be given to schools that had a mathematics academic index below 60 in 2007.

Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant

Evaluation Criteria

The narrative description should be written in the chronological order in which the criteria are written below.  Parts 1-4 should be limited to 10 double-spaced pages and have side and top margins of one inch.
The budget summary form, budget narrative, and timeline are not included in the 10 page limit.   

 Do not include attachments/supplemental materials. 
	Evaluation Criteria


	Maximum Points

	Part 1: Identification of Mathematics Needs
	20

	This section should describe the comprehensive mathematics model that is currently in place at the school.  It should not describe the proposed intervention program.  

This section should also demonstrate a compelling need for the Mathematics Achievement Fund grant.



	· Describe the school’s comprehensive mathematics model and how it focuses on number properties and operations, measurement, geometry, data analysis and probability and algebraic thinking. (Section = 10 points)

· Describe the school’s current mathematics needs and trends based on the most recent test data, including the needs of primary students who are struggling in mathematics. (Section =  10points)




	Part 2:
	Identification of the Research-Based Intervention Strategies and/or Program 
	30

	This section should describe the mathematics intervention strategies or program to be funded through this application.

	· Describe how the diagnostics assessments are reliable and valid (Section = 6 points)

· Describe the instructional practices and/or mathematics intervention program to show how they are specifically designed as an intervention to assist identified primary students who are struggling in mathematics. (Section = 6 points)

· Describe how the research-based practices and/or mathematics intervention program selected for the intervention was based on data specific to the school and the needs of the students to be served.  (Section = 6 points)

· Describe how the intervention program supports, not supplants, the comprehensive school mathematics program/model. (Section = 6 points) 
· Describe how selected assessment measures will be used to identify students who are struggling in mathematics and measure their skills against established performance levels in mathematics and how the assessment screens for areas that require intervention. (Section = 6 points) 



	Part 3:
	Implementation 
	30

	This section should describe the plan for implementing the mathematics intervention program.

	· Describe how the mathematics intervention program was selected with strong input from school faculty, administrators, parents, and community members and how they will be involved in the implementation.  (Section = 3 points)

· Describe how identified students will receive intervention instruction above and beyond what they receive as part of the core-mathematics program.  (Section = 5 points)

· Describe how family involvement initiatives support the mathematics intervention.  (Section = 4 points)

· Describe the mathematics goals for targeted students.  (Section = 4 points)

· Describe how the intervention program/strategies will be sustained.  (Section = 4 points)

· Provide evidence that the intervention teacher receives extensive professional development in the selected mathematics intervention.  (Section = 4 points)

· Explain how the professional development provided through the grant is job embedded, systematic and sustained over time and adheres to the KDE Standards for High Quality Professional Development.  (Section = 3 points)

· Provide a detailed timeline of grant activities.  Any discussion of the timeline is included in the 10 page narrative limit; however the actual timeline framework with dates and activities is not included in the 10 page limit.  (Section = 3 points) 




	Part 4:
	Assessment and Evaluation Plan 
	15

	This section should provide a detailed and comprehensive plan for evaluating the impact and effectiveness of the mathematics intervention plan.  

	· Describe the assessment measure(s) that will be used to show continuous monitoring of student progress.  Include a variety of data sources (informal and formal) to monitor and document student achievement.  (Section = 3 points)

· Outline specific and measurable student performance goals that will be used to assess progress toward attaining objectives for student achievement and instructional practice. (Section = 3 points)

· Identify how multiple sources of data (formal and informal assessments) will be used to periodically review and revise the intervention plan to meet the needs of identified students.  (Section = 3 points)

· Describe the plan to modify the intervention program if adequate student progress is not made based on the continuous assessment measures.  (Section = 3 points)

· Identify the person who will be responsible for:

-Coordinating the collection of assessment data from participating classroom teachers

-Monitoring student progress and program implementation, and

-Completing required reports.  (Section = 3 points)



	Part 5:
	Budget
	10

	This section should describe the fiscal resources needed for the program and a detailed explanation of how funds will be used.

	· Relate the cost of the proposed activities to the number of students served.  

     (Section = 3 points)

· Demonstrate that grant and resources will be used efficiently to address all necessary expenditures, including professional development costs.  (Section = 3 points)

· Demonstrate a clear connection between project activities and desired results.  
     (Section = 4 points)


	Part 6:
	Priority Points
	10

	

	· Priority points given to schools located in a district not currently receiving an MAF grant (from Rounds 1 & 2) (Section = 5 points)

· Priority points given to schools with a mathematics academic index below 60 in 2007  (Section = 5 points)




	Grant Criteria Total Points 
	115


KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant Competitive Application

	District:


	
	Amount Requested:
	$

	Contact:
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	
	

	Project Coordinator:
	
	
	Title:
	

	Agency:
	
	

	Address:
	
	
	
	

	
	

	Phone:
	
	
	E-mail:
	


Participating School: 

Mathematics Intervention Program Selected

I assure the attached application has been reviewed and approved for implementation by all stakeholders and the district and school will comply with all requirements, both technical and programmatic, pertaining to the Mathematics Achievement Fund grant.  Failure to do so could impact future funding.

_______________________________________
__________________________

Superintendent





Date

__________________________________________
__________________________
Notary Public






My commission expires

Notary seal

_______________________________________

__________________________

Principal Signature  





Date

_______________________________________

__________________________

Notary Public






My commission expires

Notary seal

	INTENT TO APPLY

Mathematics Achievement Fund


Please assist us in determining the number of reviewers needed to evaluate the Math Achievement Fund applications.  This notice does not bind you to submit an application.  The purpose of this notice is for planning only.

Please let us know if you plan to submit an application.  You may respond by returning this form via email to KDERFP@education.ky.gov.  Thank you for helping us plan for the review process.

School:   _____________________________________________________

District:  _____________________________________________________

Contact Name: ________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________
Please list any questions you have below.  Responses will be posted as set forth under the “Submission of Questions” section. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Pre-Registration for Technical Assistance

Mathematics Achievement Fund


Please assist us in determining the number of people who would like to attend a technical assistance session located below.  The technical assistance sessions will be held at four state parks in Kentucky and the registration is limited to the room capacity.  In order to meet the accommodations provided by the state parks, we have limited the number of participants from each school and district.  Each school may send two (2) people and the school district may have two (2) representatives (the capacity limit for each session will be determined on a first come, first serve basis).

The pre-registration form must be e-mailed at least 2 days before the selected session to:

 KDERFP@education.ky.gov 

(Please type the word “pre-registration” in the subject line of the e-mail message)

General Butler





__________

(October 18, 2007/9:00 a.m.)

Lake Cumberland State Park


__________

(October 26, 2007/9:00 a.m. central time)
Jenny Wiley State Park



__________

(October 30, 2007/9:00 a.m.)

Ken Lake State Park



__________

(November 8, 2007/9:00 a.m. central time)

Contact Person: _____________________________________

School District: ______________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________

e-mail: _____________________________________________

School Participants



District Participants

__________________


____________________

__________________


____________________

Mathematics Achievement Fund Grant 

2008-2009 School Budget Summary Form
	

	(Name of School)


Instructions:  Use this form to provide a detailed, itemized explanation of expenditures for each MUNIS Object Code.  Not all MUNIS codes listed need to be used however, the school may not use Mathematics Achievement Fund grant monies for any MUNIS code that is not listed.  Successful approval of budget is pending further review by the Kentucky Department of Education.  

	MUNIS CODE
	Description
	Amount 
	Explanation of Expenditures

	110
	Certified permanent salary
	 
	 

	111
	Extended day salary for certified staff
	 
	 

	113
	Stipends for certified staff
	 
	 

	120
	Certified substitutes
	 
	 

	211
	Life Insurance*
	 
	 

	212
	Health Insurance 
	 
	 

	213
	Liability
	 
	 

	214
	Dental Insurance*
	 
	 

	219
	Other Group Insurance*
	 
	 

	231
	Kentucky Teacher Retirement
	 
	 

	233
	Other employee match retirement contributions*
	 
	 

	251
	KSBA Unemployment
	 
	 

	260
	Workers Compensation
	 
	 

	320
	Educational consultant (non-LEA employee)
	 
	 

	581
	Travel, meals, hotel (in district))
	 
	 

	582
	Travel, meals, hotel (out of district)
	 
	 

	610
	General supplies (consumables)
	 
	 

	642
	Periodicals and newspapers
	 
	 

	643
	Supplementary books
	 
	 

	645
	Audiovisual materials
	 
	 

	646
	Tests
	 
	 

	648
	Software
	 
	 

	734
	Computers
	 
	 

	735
	TVs, VCRs, camcorders
	 
	 

	810
	Registration fees
	 
	 

	892
	Parent meetings/orientation
	 
	 

	Totals
	 
	 
	 


*These expenses may be paid for with MAF grant funds if they are paid for other teachers within the district.

Note: Every school must include Centra (online conferencing) in their budget.  The projected cost is $800.  

Kentucky’s Definition and Standards for High Quality Professional Development
Professional development is considered high quality when it meets the definition of professional development in 704 KAR 3:035 – Section 1(2) and Section 4(2) and all of the Kentucky Department of Education Professional Development Standards which are consistent with the federal criteria in Section 9101 of No Child Left Behind.  Schools and districts will determine if the professional development for teachers, administrators and other school staff meets the following definition and standards for high quality professional development.  The Department of Education recognizes that the extent to which professional development meets each standard may vary.  
Definition

704 KAR 3:035 – Section 1(2) “Professional development” means those experiences which systematically, over a sustained period of time, enable educators to acquire and apply knowledge, understanding, skills, and abilities to achieve personal, professional and organizational goals and to facilitate the learning of students.  Section 4(2) Professional development activities shall be related to teachers’ instructional assignments and administrators’ professional responsibilities.  Activities shall support the local school’s instructional improvement goals and objectives identified in the professional development plan.

Kentucky Department of Education Professional Development Standards

Standard 1:  Professional Development is aligned with local school and district goals and priorities as reflected in the school or district comprehensive improvement plan or individual professional growth plans; Kentucky’s Standards and Indicators for School Improvement; and Kentucky New or Experienced Teacher Standards or Interstate School Leaders Licensure Consortium Standards, or other professional/job standards.

Standard 2:  Professional Development is a continuous process of learning through consciously constructed relevant job-embedded experiences so that professional development experiences and professional learning are integrated in the day-to day work of teachers, administrators, and others to support improved practices, effectiveness and the application of skills, processes, and content. (e.g., action research, study groups, online learning, collegial professional learning networks, peer collaboration, peer coaching, mentoring, formal and informal peer observations, coaching, instructional demonstrations, collegial feedback, personal reflection, team planning, collaborative-problem solving, analysis of student work, self directed learning). 
· PD is sustained, intensive, classroom-focused and in order to have a positive and lasting impact on classroom instruction, the teacher’s performance in the classroom, and increased student performance; and 

· PD is not one-day or short-term workshops or conferences unless they are a component of an intentionally designed comprehensive professional development plan based on teacher and student needs and are an integral part of the school or district comprehensive improvement plan or an individual’s professional growth plan.
Standard 3: Professional Development focuses on the knowledge and skills teachers, principals, administrators, and other school and district staff are to know and to do in support of student learning and students’ well being.  Professional development is based on what students need to know and be able to do in order to meet Kentucky’s challenging content standards and student performance standards.  Student content, performance and opportunity to learn standards are the core of professional development.  

· National standards (e.g., content, leadership, teacher, safety, transportation, nutrition, health), Kentucky Learning Goals, Academic Expectations, Program of Studies, Core Content for Assessment, Performance Standards/ Student Performance Level Descriptions (PLD), Kentucky Early Childhood Standards, Occupational Skills Standards, Technology Standards, Character Education, District/school aligned curriculum 

Standard 4:  Professional Development actively engages teachers, principals, administrators, and others in learning experiences that advance their understanding and application of research based instructional practices and skills that reduce barriers to learning, close achievement gaps, and improve student performance (e.g., inquiry-based learning, investigation, work backwards, act out the problem, make a drawing or diagram, employ guess and check, make a program, jigsaw, self monitoring strategy, simulations, formulating a program, invention, questioning, wait time, restate in own words, break into smaller steps, goal setting, experimentation, debate, reciprocal teaching, writing process, story maps, structured note taking, think aloud, round robin, pairs check, inside-outside circle, manipulative, data collection tools, time lines, picture clues, sequence chains, compare/contract matrix, concept mapping, Venn diagrams, advanced organizers, checklists, community based instruction, bus safety, and safe physical management).

Standard 5:  Professional Development prepares teachers, administrators, school council members and others in the school community as instructional leaders and collaborative partners in improving student performance (e.g., instructional leadership, organizational direction, collaborative decision making, analysis and use of data, planning, community partnerships, and creating a learning culture).

Standard 6:  Professional Development is data and results driven focused on increasing teachers, administrators, and others’ effectiveness in improving student performance and is continuously evaluated to improve the quality and impact of professional development on practice.

Standard 7:  Professional Development fosters an effective ongoing learning community that supports a culture and climate conducive to performance excellence.

Standard 8:  Professional Development is culturally responsive and facilitates removing barriers to learning in an effort to meet each student’s needs (e.g., intellectual, social, career, cultural, and developmental). 

Standard 9:  Professional Development is planned collaboratively (e.g., teachers and principals) and organized to maximize the collaborative use of all available resources to support high student and staff performance (e.g., planning, time, release time, staff, technology, funding sources).

Standard 10:  Professional Development fosters a comprehensive, long-range change process that communicates clear purpose, direction, and strategies to support teaching and learning.   

Standard 11:  Professional development is grounded in the critical attributes of adult pedagogy (e.g., connections to work, reflective practice, guided practice, feedback, multiple intelligences, learning styles, choice, time for processing and integrating and applying information, implementation in job setting, analysis and follow-up of results, brain research, peer interaction, peer review, peer observations, mentoring, personal and active inquiry, investigations, self-reflection, and collegial networks). 

Helpful Tips

· Double check your electronic copy to ensure it is not over the size limit 

· Review the Q&A before submitting questions

· Make sure your application does not go over the page limit and that no attachments/appendices are included

· Check and make a note of the pre-registration deadlines and intent to apply deadlines so you will get your forms in on time

· Review the RFA and begin work on your application before attending a technical assistance session so you will know what questions you have

· Allow plenty of time for mailing or hand-delivering your application . . . late applications, by any amount of time, will not be reviewed. 

· Review the evaluation criteria to help to determine how to allocate your time spent on the application and to ensure you have addressed all areas.

· Get original signatures (no stamps, faxed signatures, etc.) in blue ink for your original application submission

· Have another individual review your application and the submission requirements before mailing/delivering
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