Dear MITs,
 
Welcome back!  The purpose of this email is to alert you to a few tweaks to our data collection process for 2011-12. Thank you very much for your patience last year as we transitioned to a data reporting plan that  helped reduce testing time for students.  Section 6: Program Evaluation of the MIT Handbook describes the plan for this year.  Please take the time to review this section as I am only going to highlight some changes in this email and will assume you are up to speed on everything else.  The MIT Handbook is posted on the Intervention Resources page:  http://www.kymath.org/intervention/iResources.asp
 
Note that we have just moved into new offices and our address has changed slightly.  As stated in the MIT Handbook, please send your letter stating your data reporting preferences (if your testing plan has changed from last year) to:  Kentucky Center for Mathematics, 475 BEP, NKU, Highland Heights, KY 41076.
 
We will be continuing with the same data reporting plan as last year, with these changes:  
 
1)      Schools who choose to give the Terra Nova will NOT need to test comparison students. Please send your test orders for intervention students to Jenn at mitdata@nku.edu. 
 
2)      For those sending in school-wide data, we will be asking for your help with formatting this data prior to sending it.  In exchange we will be offering a refund/credit to your school.  For those who send us their school’s tracking data and their DOR in the format requested and by the deadline requested, the $200 KCM Community fee will be waived (applied as a credit) towards the 2012-13 school year.  Information on formatting will be communicated in detail later.  
 
One of our goals this year is to streamline communication about MAF grant guidelines, including better communication of MITs’ completion of ongoing training activities and data reporting requirements described in the MIT Handbook.  
 
To help with this, we will be adding a page to the Intervention website (which will be accessible only to MITs) where we will upload a spreadsheet listing each MIT by their MIT number and the activities/requirements throughout the year.  As we receive things like training days logged (sent in by KCM RCs), your letter stating data reporting preferences, peer visit forms, DORs, etc., that fulfill your activities, we will mark those things as completed in the spreadsheet.  The spreadsheet will be updated on a regular basis and re-posted, with a note about the date on which information was most recently logged.  This spreadsheet is meant to function as both an MIT checklist for meeting the MAF grant requirements and as a way that you can confirm our receipt of files that you’ve sent.  When the webpage is up and running, we will send out information on how to log on.
 
A record of those emails sent to all MITs with requests for data or surveys will also be posted on the website for your convenience.   We will be sending end of year survey links by May 1st, in response to MIT requests to have more time to complete end of year tasks.  New MITs will have pre-tests to complete and those survey links will be sent soon.  
 
The 2011-12 DOR is now posted on the Intervention Resources page.  We have added some new columns to the DOR, in order to better gauge the time that students are spending in intervention.  Some MITs are also doing intervention with students in flexible groups, and recording data about these students is important to us; the DOR has been adjusted to help facilitate this.  The changes to how time in intervention is recorded should make it doable to report the same information for all students receiving intervention, both those in sustained intervention and flexible groups. All students on the DOR should have permission forms.  
 
An instructions page has been added (the first tab in the DOR) with explanations of the new column headings as well as explanations of formats we’ve applied to some columns in order to help reduce errors.  The DOR is now the second tab in the spreadsheet (You may need to switch to full-screen view if you open the file and do not see both tabs at the bottom of the screen).
 
Please email me with any questions you may have about the information discussed here.  Thanks!
 

