Money Grid

1. Look at real (overhead) money: penny, nickel, dime, and quarter.

2. Review what each is worth.

3. Tell them “I have brought some funny money with me today.”  Pass out some pennies to each child.  Talk about the pennies.
4. Hand them some nickel grids.  Ask “How many squares does it have?  Wonder why it has five squares?  What could we call it since it has 5 squares?  How many of the pennies will fit on the nickel grid?”
5. Give them some dime grids.  “How many squares does it have?  Why?  How many pennies will it take to fill up the dime grid?  Can you cover the dime grid any other way?”  (2 nickels or 1 nickel and 5 pennies) 
6. “Before I give you one of my funny quarters, predict how many squares will be on the quarter grid?  Why?”  Hand each student a quarter grid. “How many pennies will fit on the quarter?”
7. “Can you find another way to cover the quarter?”  Let them find all the ways and make a list: 5 nickels; 4 nickels and 5 pennies; 3 nickels and 10 pennies; 3 nickels and 1 dime; 2 nickels and 15 pennies; 2 nickels, 1 dime, and 5 pennies;1 nickel and 2 dimes; 1 nickel and 20 pennies; 1 nickel, 1 dime, and 10 pennies; 2 dimes and 5 pennies; 1 dime and 15 pennies
8. Give them the baggie with play coins and more money grids.  One of the quarter grids is numbered from 1-25 - this is used for counting money up to a quarter.
9. “I’m going to reach into my pocket and pull out some money.  You find the coins in your bag and then tell me how much money I have all together.  You can use my funny money to help you if you would like.”

Samples:

a. One dime and 3 pennies.  Model this by placing the dime on the grid and then the 3 pennies.  Ask “Why did we place the dime first?”

b. One dime and a nickel.

c. One nickel and 4 pennies.

d. A nickel, a dime, and 3 pennies.

e. A nickel, a dime, a penny, and another nickel.
This can be extended for change up to $1.00 using the dollar grid.

The dollar grid is also good for counting back change.  Cut some pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters out of a different color paper.  They place the amount of money on the grid using the white coins and then use the colored coins to find the change back from a dollar.

